
By KOK XING HUI

A NEW nursing home for elderly
dementia patients, set to open in
the second half of next year, is de-
signed to offer them “autonomy,
dignity and a sense of well-be-
ing”.

Jade Circle, a $15 million exten-
sion to the Salvation Army’s
Peacehaven home at Changi, will
offer a cosier set-up than the typi-
cal ward setting.

This means patients will be
housed in single or twin rooms
with en suite toilets.

Work on the project, which
was announced yesterday, is
scheduled to start in the third

quarter of this year.
The home will cater to 60 resi-

dents, grouped into clusters of
12. Each cluster will have its own
dining area and kitchen.

Smart technology will be used
to enhance patient care. Exam-
ples include sensors installed un-
der the bed to check the patient’s
vital signs, and a care watch that
can call nurses and track move-
ments, intended for residents
with a tendency to wander.

The home will also feature a
rooftop garden with dining area,
a hair salon and a grocery store.

Patients will have an open
schedule and the flexibility to
plan their day and access social

and shared spaces whenever they
wish.

Peacehaven director Low Mui
Lang believes this will allow pa-
tients to prompt one another to
take up activities.

“We want to rethink and re-
view how we can care for our eld-
erly,” she said.

“Instead of giving top-down
care from the perspective of care
professionals, why not reform
our care model from the perspec-
tive of the elderly, who are often
powerless at the receiving end?”

The home will cater for resi-
dents who are mobile, with mo-
derate to severe dementia, and
will take in both full-paying and
subsidised patients. Fees before
means testing and subsidies will
range from $2,800 to $3,500 a
month.

A spot in the current Peace-

haven Nursing Home, which
houses about six residents per
room, can cost between $2,400
and $2,800 before means testing
and subsidies.

The Jade Circle extension will
house a training centre for medi-
cal professionals working in de-
mentia care, as well as a day-care
centre for 30 clients.

The training centre will offer
courses, practical attachments,
workshops and seminars, in addi-
tion to diplomas and degrees
through tie-ups with institutions
abroad such as Australia’s Univer-
sity of Tasmania.

The Lien Foundation and
Khoo Chwee Neo Foundation are
contributing $5 million each to
the project. The remainder is like-
ly to come from Government
funding.
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A MOTORCYCLIST found dead
on MRT tracks between Khatib
and Yio Chu Kang stations is be-
lieved to have been flung from his
vehicle during an accident on the
nearby Lentor flyover early yester-
day.

The impact of the 29-year-old
man’s body landing on the tracks
dislodged and damaged the covers
of the third rail on the tracks.

Police received a call for assist-
ance at about 1am and a spokes-
man said the biker was pro-
nounced dead at the scene.

Investigations are ongoing.
SMRT spokesman Patrick

Nathan said its staff helped the
authorities to access the
North-South Line train tracks

to recover the body.
The accident, which is not

thought to have involved any oth-
er vehicles, occurred along a
stretch of the flyover that spans
the tracks.

Mr Nathan said the MRT line
was “thoroughly checked to en-
sure serviceability before the
start of service”, and that the
damaged rail covers have been re-
placed.

In 2003, a car ended up on the
tracks between Yishun and Khat-
ib stations on the same train line,
after crashing through the fence.

The car’s front end was flat-
tened by an oncoming train, but
no one was hurt.
HOE PEI SHAN

An outdoor exercise area (above) is among the many facilities being planned for the Jade Circle extension at the Peacehaven Nursing Home. Other facilities
designed to promote interaction between residents include a rooftop garden with a dining area. PHOTO: S A CHUA ARCHITECTS

By ELENA CHONG
COURT CORRESPONDENT

A GROUP of five devised a plan to
extort money from a Bangladeshi
national who had been winning
money at an illegal gambling stall,
a court heard yesterday.

When it did not pan out, they
robbed him instead.

Yesterday, one of the five was
jailed for four years and given 12
strokes of the cane. Two others
were sentenced on Wednesday.

On July 31 last year, the five
tried to extort money from Mr
Shohedul Altaf Shikder, 33, by ac-
cusing him of molesting a woman
in the group, Nur Hartini Abdul
Rahim, 26, in a backlane of Gey-
lang Road. Nur Hartini and three
others – Hoo Wee Yong, 27, Mo-
hd Razlee Abdul Rahman, 33, and
Abdul Qaiyum Kamijan, 24 – had
stopped by the stall to observe the
gamblers, including the victim.

Hoo and Qaiyum joined in to
gamble. Qaiyum spoke to fellow
gambler Goh Soon Kim, 30, as
both of them were losing money.

When the five saw that the vic-
tim was winning, they hatched a

plan to extort money from him.
When the victim left several

hours later, Goh and his accom-
plices followed him and accused
him of outraging the modesty of
Nur Hartini. They demanded mon-
ey from him to settle the matter.

But the victim denied the allega-
tion and refused to hand over
money. He was punched and
slapped – leading to temporary
loss of hearing in his left ear.

Out of fear, he gave them $250.
The five shared this equally and
police later recovered $150.

Yesterday, Goh was sentenced
to four years’ jail and 12 strokes of
the cane for robbery and two
counts of theft. He has previous
convictions for a variety of offenc-
es dating from 2005.

Hoo and Nur Hartini, who is
pregnant, were dealt with in an-
other court on Wednesday. Hoo
was given the minimum three
years and 12 cane strokes for rob-
bery while Nur Hartini was sen-
tenced to three years. She had ad-
mitted to taking methampheta-
mine and was given a concurrent
sentence of eight months’ jail.
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$15m facility offers cosier, interactive
setting for patients with dementia

Three jailed for robbing
man after extortion bid

Motorcyclist ‘flung
onto MRT tracks’

New home offers dignity
and comfort to the elderly
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